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NOTES AND NEWS. 



Problems for solution in the several departments from various con- 
tributors are desired. Please send us good problems for solution and do not 
let a few do all the proposing of problems. F. 

We learn, from Science, that Professor Arthur Ray Maxson, instruc- 
tor in mathematics at Columbia University, died April 13, at the age 
of thirty years. Professor Maxson was for several years a valuable contrib- 
utor to the Monthly, and we shall miss his loyalty and support. F. 

We are receiving numerous complaints from subscribers who fail to 
get their numbers of the Monthly. Our only answer is that we mail a copy 
to each of our subscribers, and that the failure to receive them must lie in 
the great majority of cases with the Postal Department. We hope our sub- 
scribers will bear patiently with us in this matter until the Department gets 
through punishing the big magazines and political delinquents for their un- 
friendly criticisms, after which it is hoped some attention will be given to 
efficiency and public service. The Monthly is mailed on the 28th of each 
month. F. 

The last number of the L'Enseignement Mathematique, March, 1911, 
page 148, contains some details in regard to the Encyclopedia of elementary 
mathematics which the Italian mathematical society "Mathesis" has 
had under consideration for more than a year. The work will contain forty- 
four monographs under the following headings: Logic of mathematics; ele- 
mentary arithmetic; theory of numbers; the notion of number and its exten- 
sions; limits, series, continued fractions, and infinite products; progressions 
and logarithms; literal calculus and algebraic identities; combinatory anal- 
ysis, determinants, and linear equations; equations whose degree exceeds 
one; algebraic problems and their discussion; elements of the infinitesimal 
calculus; relations between analysis and elementary algebra; elementary 
properties of plane and space figures; theory of measure and applications; 
geometry of the triangle and of the tetrahedron; regular polygons and regu- 
lar polyhedrons; elementary geometric transformations; linear systems 
of circles and spheres; geometry on the sphere; sections of the cylinder and 
the circular cone; maxima and minima in geometry; methods of solution of 
geometric problems and classic problems; foundations of elementary geom- 
etry; circular and hyperbolic functions, and plane and spherical trigonome- 
try; vectorial calculus; elements of analytic geometry; elements of projective 
geometry; elements of descriptive geometry; special curves and surfaces; 
non-euclidean geometry; non-archimedean geometry; geometric representa- 
tion of complex numbers; relations between elementary geometry and the 
theories of higher geometry; units of measure; numerical approximations 
and graphic calculus; calculus of probability and the theory of errors; 
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elementary applications of mathematics to the physical sciences; mathemat- 
ics of statistics; mathematics of finance; history of elementary mathematics; 
didactic methods and text-books; mathematical recreations; instruments; 
models. 

From these headings, and from the standing of the men who have 
undertaken the preparation of these monographs, it appears that Italy will 
soon have a work which will be extremely useful to her teachers of second- 
ary mathematics. It is to be hoped that its appearance will tend to attract 
attention to the great need of an extensive mathematical encyclopedia in 
English, dealing with secondary mathematics. Those whose interests are 
mainly in higher mathematics are generally in position to use the great en- 
cyclopedia which is now being published in French and German, but 
teachers of secondary mathematics cannot usually derive so much profit from 
this great work. It would appear that our need of an encyclopedia of ele- 
mentary mathematics should be greater than the need in Italy, and that this 
need should receive attention at our teachers meetings, especially at those 
having a national scope. M. 



BOOKS. 



Introduction A La TMorie de Nombres Algebriques. Par Dr. J. Som- 
mer, Professeur A La "Technische Hochschule" de Dantzig. Edition Fran- 
caise Revue et Augmented. Traduit de L'Allemend Par A. Levy, Profes- 
seur Au Lycee Saint-Louis. Avec Preface de J. Hadamard, Professeur Au 
College de France. Paper Cover, x+376 pages. Price, 15 francs. Paris: 
A. Hermann et Fils. 

This work is divided into five chapters. The first chapter is the Introduction, treat- 
ing the theorems of ordinary number theory. Chapter II deab with quadratic bodies; 
Chapter III, applications of the theory of quadratic bodies; Chapter IV, bodies of the third 
degree; and Chapter V, relative bodies. The treatment of the various topics indicated in 
the above enumeration is very clear and free from unnecessary complex and abstruce 
statements. In Chapter III, pages 184-201, we find a discussion of the last theorem 
of Fermat. We especially recommend a careful reading of this discussion. It will clear 
up a number of difficulties connected with this famous problem, interest in which has re- 
cently been revived by an offer of 100,000 marks for a proof or disproof of its truth. F. 

TMorie des Corps de Nombres Algebriques. Par David Hilbert, Pro- 
fesseur A L'Universite de Goettingen. Ouvrage traduit de L'AUemand Par. 
A. Levy, Professeur Aut Lycee Saint-Louis. Premiere Partie Le Nombre 
Algebriques et la Corps Algebriques. Paper Cover, 72 pages. Price, 
3 francs. Paris: A. Hermann et Fils. 

This translation places the profound researches of Hilbert on the theory of ideals in 
French garb, and enables English readers to read them both in the original and in the 
French. F. 



